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EO  12958  DECL:  04/05/2017 

TAGS  PREL,  PGOV,  MARR,  MCAP , BA,  BILAT,  REGION,  OFFICIALS 
SUBJECT:  MARINE  CORPS  COMMANDANT  DISCUSSES  IRAQ,  IRAN  WITH 
CROWN  PRINCE 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  William  T.  Monroe  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d)  . 


Summary 


^1 . (C)  Crown  Prince  Shaikh  Salman  Al  Khalifa  told  visiting  Marine  Corps  Commandant  General  Conway  April  5 that  the  "tide  needs  to  be  turned"  i 


Tide  Needs  Turning  in  Iraq 


^2.  (C)  On  an  April  5 visit,  Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps  General  James  Conway  met  with  Crown  Prince  Shaikh  Salman  Bin  Hamad  Al  Khalifa,  who 
^3.  (C)  Regarding  U.S.  troop  levels  in  Iraq,  the  CP  advised  reducing  troop  levels  as  soon  as  possible  in  urban  areas,  with  the  exception  of  Bac 
SIPDIS  had  experienced  difficulty  previously  trying  to  convince  U.S.  policy-makers  who  still  believed  Iraq  could  be  a model  of  democracy  in  the 
^4.  (C)  The  CP  said  that  Iraq  needs  a strong  federal  government  with  18  provinces.  Splitting  the  country  into  three  areas  by  sects  is  the  wronc 


Concern  About  Iran 


^5.  (C)  Shaikh  Salman  expressed  his  concern  about  domestic 
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problems  in  Iran,  including  the  poor  state  of  the  economy,  which  increases  desperation,  and  the  corresponding  danger,  of  the  Iranian  government 
^6.  (C)  The  CP  wondered  aloud  how  the  15  British  allowed  themselves  to  be  caught  and  why  the  British  decided  against  immediate  action.  He  surmi 


Success  in  Singapore 


^7.  (C)  When  asked  by  the  Ambassador  about  his  recent  trip  to  Singapore,  the  CP  said  that  it  was  a productive  visit.  Bahrain  is  in  a similar  pc 
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